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Presentation Outline 

• Look at the donor base that we have in Ireland 

 

• What are the differences between donors born in 

Ireland and born outside of Ireland 

 

• Challenges for the IBTS in supplying rarer blood types 

 

 







Antigens tested 

ABO 
RhD 
RhCE 

K 
Jka 
Jkb 
Fya  
M 
S 

R1R1 (C+E-c-e+) is more common in donors born 
outside Ireland 

BiI 17%, BoI 24% 

S+ is more common in donors born outside Ireland 
BiI 51%, BoI 56% 





0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

A

B

O

AB

Difference in ABO prevalence for donors  
Born in Ireland and Born outside Ireland 

BoI BiI

57% 
41% 



Jk3 

Jk3 

Jk3 

Case study – Anti-Jk3 

NO MATCH 



Jra 

Case study – Anti-Jra 

MATCH!! 
 
3 IN 10 MILLION 

CHANCE 





Browne et al (2021) and 
Birmingham et al 

(unpublished) both 
identified the west of 

Ireland as an area with a 
higher concentration of 

group O blood 



In our 2019 study, Polish 
people accounted for 15% 

of donors born outside 
Ireland, with a high rate of 

group A observed 



We need! 
R0r 
U- 

Fya-b- 
hrb- 

 



 
 Targeted collections 

 
 Donor ethnicity 
 
 Identify and recruit our 

Black donors 
 

 Identify barriers to 
donation in these 
communities 




